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Ted Linnert, Community Involvement Coordinator, EPA; Sheldon Muller, Enforcement Attorney,
EPA; David Williams, NPL (Superfund) Coordinator, EPA; Mark Walker, Project Manager, VCP,
CDPHE; and Carol Russell, Mining Technical Coordinator, EPA, held a community meeting.

EPA holds community meeting

Representatives from the

Environmental Protection
Agency conducted an open
house lasi Wednesday evening
atthe request of the Town which
was attended by some 30-35
concerned residents.

Both EPA and State officials
provided a presentation of en-
vironmental issues, regulatory
authority and procedures, and
options for environmental
remediation in the Rico area.
There was no shortage of ques-
tions from the Rico audience.

Carol Russell, Mining Tech-
nical Coordinator for the EPA,
opened the meeting with a brief
history and explanation of the
mining industry in Rico. Russell
explained that most mining dis-
tricts have high levels of mei-
als in the soil, such as lead, zinc,
and cadmivm, which can affect
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humans if transported by air or
water. The high level of metals
in soils in mining districts oc-
cur both naturally and as a re-
sult of past mining activities.
Russell emphasized that young
developing children are more at
risk from Reavy metal contami-
nation, especially lead, and
urged parents to at least clean
their children’s hands after play-
ing outside.

Mark Walker, Project Man-
ager for the Voluntary Cleanup
Program with the Colorado De-

partment of Health and Envi-
ronment, then discussed past

voluntary cleanup activities
performed by ARCO in the
Rico area. ARCO completed a
voluntary cleanup project of 6
different tailings pile areas in
1996 which involved capping
the tailings with a foot and a
half of gravel and improving
the drainage to reduce water
contamination. '
Walker also discussed
Brownfields projects in the
continued on page 4

Installation of playground
equipment halted

The nstallation of the new
playground equipment was de-
layed from the oniginal date and
rescheduled for Saturday and

Sunday, September 6th & 7th,

June 12, 2003 to Dolores
County School District for ap-
proval has not beer £inalized.
it was reported by Town
Manager Ashton Harrison that
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of Capellia, Uranus and Nep-
tune (magnitudes 5.7 and 7.8 in
Aquarius and Capricornus, re-
spectively) are well up in the
south-southeast by late evening,
not far from Mars. Pluto (mag-
nitude 14, in Ophiuchus) is in the
southwest right afier dark.

to enforce

inclusion on the National Prior-
ity List. Ward, CO, was recently
included on the National Prior-
ity List and designated a
Superfund area.

During the public comment
period resident Catherine Allen
brought attention to the fact that
the worst = remediation/
brownfields area is in the
county, not in Rico city limits.
*“1resent the fact we have to take
the burden on to promote clean
up,” Allen said, “why isn’t the
county involved?” Walker re-
sponded to that question by say-
ing, “A county environmental
contact is nonexistent, but we
will look into it by contacting
the county commissioners.”

- Chuck Stillwell, project
manager with ARCO, stated
that ARCO has been conduct-
ing stmdies and preparing plans
for a new treatment plant at the
St. Louis Tunnel.

ARCO has pursued a volun-
tary cleanup plan whefieby
ARCO, Rico Renaissance and
the Town of Rico would form a
nonprofit corporation to hold a
discharge permit and own the
property.

ARCO has publicly stated in
several meetings that they are

. willing to pay the construction

and operation costs of a new
treatment plant.

Town Trustee Judy Schaefer
expressed concern about the po- -

tential liability if the Town be-
comes a member of such a non-
profit corporation. Town Attor-

ney, Eric Heil, said that he has’

been working closely with
ARCOQO and-Renaissance to
structure such a nonprofit in a
way that would minimize poten-
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tial town liability.

Heil went-on to say that sig-
nificant progress had been made
last spring on the terms of the
nonprofit, but the paperwork
was delayed because of compli-
cations in the permitting process
by the State.

According to Heil the poten-
tial benefits of a voluntary
cleanup approach are that
cleanup would occur sconer, the
Town could monitor effective-
ness better than state or federal
agents in Denver, the nonprofit
could promote the brownfields
redevelopment projects, and the
nonprofit could potentially pro-
mote restoration of the river
corridor and walershed im-
‘provements.

Stiliwell indicated that drafi
plans and nonprofit corporation
paperwork shouid be ready for
review within a couple months.

After all the questions were
asked and answered the meeting
was ended. The EPA plans to con-

35 Will Srith role

duct more extensive soil testing
in the Rico area and will request
permission from private property
owners to test their yards,

Steve Bubnick, Environ-
mental Scientist Investigator
from Denver clearly stated that
in the incidence thata high level
of metals is found in a yard the
normal procedure would be to
have the soil stripped off, from
a depth of a few inches to as
many as 18, depending on the
site, and replaced with clean
soil. Lead and arsenic would be
the two biggest concerns.

1n: the worse case scenano, 13
the site was highly contami-
nated, a medical monitoring de-
vice would be used on childrer
{teenagers to babies) to deter
mine the blood level of toxicity

Bubnick said the cost of thi
type of remediation would fal
solely on the mining compan’
or other various governmentz
sources and not the propert

owner.
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- Please call the Nugget Theatre
- for this week's new movies.

Supported by the Telluride Film Festival and the Town of Telluride
207 W. Colorado Ave. in Telluride

- 728-3030




